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push asunder the two sides of the joint. After many
winters, it is at last able to separate them a little;
then more water enters, and more force is exerted in



CRUMBLING ROCK,

freezing, until at last the block of rock traversed by
the joint is completely split up. When this takes
place along the face of a cliff, one of the loosened
parts may fall off and actually roll down to the "bottom
of the precipice.